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Overall activity reduced across Afghanistan as reporting agencies broke for Eid. Incidents
included during this period are therefore during the October period only in order to avoid
confusion with statistics and databases. A total of 19 x incidents were reported over this
period, (128 previously), with 10 being assessed as AGE related, all others fell outside of
the reporting period.

South : A total of 2 x incidents during this reporting period, 1 x IDF and 1 x IED attack. Inci-
dents remain directed against ANSF with MNF proving a secondary priority. Activity re-
mains focused on KANDAHAR and the surrounding areas is often the case with this region.

South East: A total of 4 x incidents reported in the south-east, 2 x AGE related with 2 x
incidents falling into the ‘other’ category and relating to MNF operations in GHAZNI Prov-
ince.

East: The east has proven the most active region over this period with 7 x incidents re-
ported, 3 of which are thought to relate to AGE activity and all focusing on NANGARAHR
and KUNAR Provinces targeting a mixture of MNF/ANSF assets.

West: A total of 2 x incidents recorded in the western region, both deemed to be
AGE activity and targeting either civilians or Govnt installations. No significant inci-
dents reported to date through October.

VBIED 1 0 North / North East: NTR.
=D 0 0 Central : A total of 4 x incidents over this period in the central region, 3 of which
IED 22 4 relate to arrests and find_s with a significant IED detonating in LOGAR Province that
resulted in 5 x MNF soldiers being WIA.
SAF 2 4
CPX 34 0 ) _ ) .
Royal Marines from 45 Commando are heading to Afghanistan for their third tour
of duty in the country. About 80 men from Zulu Company are setting off from their
IDF 10 1 base at Arbroath to spend six months in the Sangin area. Whiskey Company
headed off last week and the remainder of the 700 troops will follow over the next
Abduction 5 1 fortnight. The marines from RM Condor will protect reconstruction teams, support
the Afghan national army and police and restrict Taliban movement. http:/
news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/uk_news/scotland/tayside and central/7648694.stm
RPG 3 0
Four civilians were injured by warning shots of the NATO-led International Security
Crime 27 2 Assistance Force (ISAF) as the civilians' minibuses attempted to enter an ISAF
convoy in the outskirts of Afghan capital Kabul on Thursday, a statement of the
X alliance released here said. It occurred at about 7:45 a.m. (0315 GMT) when the
Mine 0 0 ISAF soldiers fired four warning shots as two minibuses attempted to enter the
military convoy and "disregarded the warning signals”, the statement said. "Three
Other 24 7 men and one child presented themselves later the incident at an ISAF base in Ka-
bul who had minor injuries and received medical treatment," it said. "One of them
il 128 19 has already left the facility." Earlier, local media reports said French troops have
wounded four Afghan civilians as they ignored the warning signals on a road out-

side capital. http://news. xinhuanet.com/english/2008-10/02/content 10143134.htm
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The Region has seen reduced activity of late though most reported incidents relate to criminal activity and threats
towards ANSF and civilians. Overall incident frequency is expected to increase but remain low over the coming re-
view period with 0 x significant incidents recorded to date during October.

NTR.
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No significant activity was recorded in the North Eastern region over this review period, though the area remains ac-
tive if slightly less volatile than comparable regions elsewhere in Afghanistan. Incidents remain primarily crime re-

lated with sporadic AGE attacks against ANSF units.

NTR.
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The overall security situation in the Eastern Region continues to be assessed as volatile and HIGH risk with incident
frequency emerging as the highest across Afghanistan so far during October. There have been 7 x incidents re-
corded during this review, 3 of which are deemed to be AGE related and concentrated on the historically volatile
Provinces of NANGARHAR and KUNAR, targeting a mixture of MNF/ANSF and civilians in these areas. Although
extremely dangerous, the east is not expected to remain the most volatile region with the south or south-east often
the leader in this area. Incidents are expected to increase during the next review period and remain focused within
the red areas highlighted above, affording AGE ease of movement across the border into safe haven areas.

SAF - 0122250ct Nangarhar Province, Hisarak District: AGE attacked the DAC with heavy weapons and small
arms fire. The exchange of fire lasted for approx 35 minutes. No casualties or damages were reported.

SAF - 0202000ct, Kunar Province, Narang District: MNF patrol engaged a group of AGE involved in timber smug-
gling in the area. Two AGE members were killed and five were injured in the incident.
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The overall security situation in the South Eastern Region continues to be assessed as volatile and HIGH risk. At-
tack levels decreased over this period with 4 x incidents reported, 2 of which are assessed as being AGE related.
The south-east is expected to note an increase in activity for the near future with the full range of TTP being em-
ployed. The area is particularly susceptible to both vehicle and body borne suicide devices and this TTP is expected
to return in the near future.

ABD - 010ctober, Paktika Province, Barmal District, DAC: ANP located the body of the previously abducted mem-
ber of the District Education Department. The victim was abducted approximately 20 days ago by AGE in the area.

SAF - 020712hrs, Paktya Province, Gardez City, Gardez Airport area: A privately contracted plane was engaged
with SAF on it's approach to the airport. Further investigations later revealed that the SAF originated from an en-
gagement party and not a direct attack upon the aircraft.
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The overall security situation in the Southern Region continues to be assessed as volatile and HIGH risk even
though only 2 x incidents were reported over this review period (previously 20) of which both are assessed as being
AGE related. The southern region continues to be the focal point for AGE actions with most activity concentrating in
or around the KANDAHAR area. ZABUL and HELMAND Provinces are also regular targets with the full range of
TTP noted on a regular basis, primarily directed against MNF assets with ANSF patrols a secondary target. Intimida-
tion of local nationals and attacks against schools and Govnt installations is a regular occurrence and are expected
to continue into October. Suicide attacks are primarily directed against MNF with AGE often utilizing junctions and
areas where children surround vehicles in order to get their devices as close to the target as possible, be they vehi-
cle or body borne. IVCPs are common place and are primarily set on main routes in rural areas in an attempt to ab-
duct LN Govnt employees for extortion purposes.

IED - 010800hrs, Zabul Province, Shahjoy District, Bazaar area: An ANP vehicle was struck by a RCIED. Two ANP
officers were wounded and their vehicle was destroyed.

IDFE - 011730hrs, Nimroz Province, Chahar Burjak District: AGE fired a rocket from an unidentified location toward
ANP CP. The rocket landed in an open field. No casualties were reported.
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The security situation in the Western Region remains LOW-MEDIUM risk for members of the IC throughout the ma-
jority of the area, with significant activity reported as 2 x incidents to date in October, (previously 10) of which both
are assessed as being AGE related. Incidents in the western region remain a cross of both criminal and AGE moti-
vation with the region often reporting the highest levels of abduction in all of Afghanistan. HERAT and QAL- |—
NAW continue to report the highest concentrations of activity with incidents primarily revolving around SAF and IEDs,
though acts of crime and intimidation are frequently noted. Rural areas are particularly susceptible to IVCPs though
such incidents are often manned by ‘home grown’ AGE as opposed to the wider, more volatile, imported fighter. As
such the primary motivation is money as opposed to any political agenda with the line between TB and criminal often
very blurred.

SAF - 010ctober, Ghor Province, Du Layna District Centre: The district prison was attacked with SAF by unknown
armed men. No casualties were reported.

IED - 010October, Hirat Province, Adraskan District: An IED detonated resulting in two local civilians being killed and
two others wounded.
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As with elsewhere in Afghanistan, and due in no small part to the Eid festivities, incident reporting reduced sharply
over this review period with only 4 x incidents recorded during October, (previously 23), of which only 1 is assessed
as being AGE related. Outlying provinces continue to record the vast majority of incidents with KAPISA, LOGAR and
WARDAK seeing continued attacks against both MNF and ANSF units, primarily as they transit the MSRs through
the area. AGE are not averse to engaging these units and also static VCPs with CPX attacks that involve significant
manpower and planning. Secondary devices are beginning to enter into play, aimed at targeting primary responders
to an initial contact. This tactic has been used for some years by AGE in Iraq but until now, has been fairly rare in
Afghanistan and may be a sign of things to come. Reporting in the city itself continues to revolve primarily around
criminal activity and drugs with sources reporting AGE recces on establishments frequented by members of the In-
ternational Coimmunity. As such, persons should abide by their security manager’s direction in what is deemed to
be a particularly volatile, post Eid period where AGE now put into action the recces and planning conducted during

IED - 011140hrs, Logar Province, Baraki Barak District, PadKhawab Roghani area: 5 x MNF soldiers sustained inju-
ries during an AGE attack on an IM patrol convoy.
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The overall security situation in the Central Highlands Region is calm and assessed LOW risk after no incidents were
reported over this review period (previously 1). The main threat is from AGE transiting through the South of DAY
KUNDI to and from GHAZNI and GHOR and of incidents spilling over into Western BAMYAM Province from GHOR
to the West. Inter —tribal disputes over water and land are a regular occurrence and are often settled via violence
with death and injury commonplace indicating easy access to weapon caches. Travel along the KABUL - BAMYAM
route via PARWAN and the Shirbar and Kahmard Districts remains hazardous following recent deliberate attacks on
INGO vehicles and requires careful planning and application of anti-surveillance / kidnap drills.

NTR
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Acronyms:

AFG—Afghanistan
AGE - Anti Government Elements

ABP - Afghan Border Police

ANP - Afghan National Police

ANA - Afghan National Army

ANSF - Afghan National Security Forces

AP - Anti Personnel

APM - Anti Personnel Mine

ATM - Anti Tank Mine

BBIED - Body Borne Improvised Explosive Device
CFC-A Combined Forces Command Afghanistan
CNP— Counter Narcotics Police

COP—Chief of Police

CP - Check Point

CPX - Complex attack (attack using two or more
weapons systems)

CWIED - Command Wire Improvised Explosive Device
DA—District Administrator

DBS - Drive by shooting

DHQ - District Head Quarters

DAC - District Administrative Centre

EOF - Escalation of Force

ETT - Embedded Training Team

FOM - Freedom of Movement

GOA - Government of Afghanistan

HG - Hand Grenade

HMG - Heavy Machine Gun

HVT - High Value Target

HWP—High Way Patrol

HPT - High Priority Targets

HP - High Profile

IAG - lllegal Armed Group

IC - International Community

IAG—Illegal Armed Group

IDF - Indirect Fire

IED - Improvised explosive device

IM - International Military

Glen Smith

Country Intelligence Manager, Afghanistan
GardaWorld

+93 79903 9606
intmanagerafg@garda-world.com
www.garda-world.com
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INGO / NGO— International Non Govt Organisation
ISAF - International Security Assistance Force
IVCP - lllegal Vehicle Check Point

KIA - Killed in Action

LN - Local National

ME - Main Effort

MNF - Multi National Force

MSR - Main Supply Route

NDS - National Directorate of Security
NFDK—No Further Details Known

NWFP - North West Frontier Province

OS - Open Source

OOB - Out of Bounds

PAX— Persons

PKM - Belt-fed 7.62mm machine gun

PSD - Personal Security Detail

RCIED - Radio controlled improvised explosive device
RPG - Rocket propelled grenade

RR - Recollless rifle

SAF - Small arms fire

SF—Special Forces

Sl - Seriously Injured

SM - Security Manager

SOP - Standard operating procedure
SSAR - Surface to surface aerial rocket
SVB - Suicide Vest Bomber

TB - Taliban

TCN - Third Country Nationals

TTP - Tactics, Techniques and Procedures
UAV—Unmanned Aerial Vehicle

UFN - Until further notice

Credits: The author would like to thank both UNDSS and ANSO organisations for their contributions towards

the production of this document.
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